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The	  aim	  of	  this	  course	  is	  to	  introduce	  students	  to	  current	  approaches	  to	  heritage	  
language	   acquisition	   and	   pedagogy.	   What	   are	   the	   linguistic,	   sociolinguistic	   and	  
psycholinguistic	  sources	  of	  heritage	  speakers’	  difficulties	  or	  differences?	  What	  are	  
their	  pedagogical	  needs	  vis	  a	  vis	  traditional	  L2	  learners?	  What	  and	  how	  should	  we	  
teach	   them?	  What	   types	   of	   instructional	  materials	  work	   best	   for	   this	   particular	  
bilingual	   population?	   What	   is	   the	   role	   of	   culture	   vs.	   grammar	   within	   the	  
curriculum?	  What	  types	  of	  written	  and	  oral	  assessments	  should	  we	  use?	  	  
	  	  
By	   the	   end	   of	   this	   course	   you	   will	   be	   able	   to	   answer	   these	   and	   many	   other	  
questions	   relative	   to	   heritage	   language	   development	   and	   instruction.	   Most	  
importantly,	  you	  will	  be	  trained	  to	  teach	  a	  heritage	  language	  course	  at	  the	  college	  
level	   and	   to	   design	   your	   own	   curriculum	   grounded	   on	   linguistic	   theory	   and	  
research.	  
	  
	  
Questions:	  acuza@purdue.edu	  
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